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Fonds Conseil souverain 1663-1760 
https://advitam.banq.qc.ca/notice/398089 

 
Le Conseil souverain de la Nouvelle-France 
En 1663, la Compagnie des Cent Associés rétrocède ses droits sur la Nouvelle-
France et Louis XIV instaure un gouvernement royal. Il dote ainsi la Nouvelle-
France d'un appareil administratif complet, sur le modèle de ceux qui gèrent les 
provinces de France: le Conseil souverain, qui devient le Conseil supérieur en 
1717. Le Conseil est composé, au début, du gouverneur, de l'évêque, de 
l'intendant et de cinq conseillers. En 1703, ce nombre est porté à 12 auquel 
s'ajoutent en 1742, quatre assesseurs. Ses membres sont généralement recrutés 
dans la petite noblesse française et son désignés, à l'origine, par le gouverneur et 
l'évêque, puis par le roi. Tribunal d'appel en matières civiles et criminelles où 
ressortent les causes provenant des cours de justice inférieures, ses jugements 
ne sont révocables que par le Conseil du roi. Il couronne une structure judiciaire 
implantée dans chaque gouvernement de la colonie : la prévôté de Québec (1663), 
la juridiction royale de Trois-Rivières (1665), celle de Montréal (1693) et l'Amirauté 
(1703). Le Conseil joue également un rôle administratif. Il participe notamment à 
la réglementation du commerce et de l'ordre public, sans compter qu'il doit insinuer 
les édits, ordonnances et commissions du roi pour les faire reconnaître dans la 
colonie. En 1760, il est remplacé dans ses fonctions de cours d'appel par un 
conseil d'officiers militaires. 

 
Source of the above: Jacques Mathieu, "Conseil souverain" dans 

L'encyclopédie canadienne.  
http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.com 

 
https://advitam.banq.qc.ca/notice/398089 

 
The Sovereign Council of New France 
This Council functioned from 1663 until the English Conquest but was especially          

active in administrative and judicial achievement during the seventeenth century. 

The Sovereign Council of New France was the third form of Council given to the 

Colony. Its predecessors were designed both to aid and check the Governor. Long 

before an Intendant arrived in Canada, the French government had placed a check 

upon the autocratic tendency of the Colonial Governor, by associating with him the 

Superior of the Jesuits and the local governor of Montreal. This action was the 

result of a careful investigation of representations made by the chief inhabitants of 

Canada and by the directors of the Company of One Hundred Associates - The 

Royal Regulation of March 27, 1647, provided that a Council of three, or their 

deputies should supervise the detailed administration of the colony and see that 

the duties of all special officers were properly performed, without using their offices 

for their own private benefit. The Council was given wide appointive powers and 

https://advitam.banq.qc.ca/notice/398089
http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.com/
https://advitam.banq.qc.ca/notice/398089
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was also to serve as an auditing board. Syndics, that is, persons who looked after 

the business interests of a city, were to be elected each year in Québec, Montréal 

and Trois-Rivières, and were to appear in the Council whenever their affairs 

demanded consideration 

 

But the inhabitants of Canada desired some representation in the Council, and 

they objected to the financial burden imposed upon them. Accordingly on March 

5, 1648, a Royal Warrant was issued altering the constitution of the Council. 

Thenceforth it was ordinarily to consist of the Governor, the Superior of the Jesuits, 

------ until the arrival of a bishop in Canada and the retiring Governor. In addition, 

there were to be two inhabitants elected every three years by these officers and 

by the syndics of Québec, Montréal and Trois-Rivières. When the Governor was 

retained for a second term of three years, three inhabitants might be elected in this 

manner to complete the number of five. 

 

Source of the above: Raymond Du Bois Cahall, ‘’The Sovereign Council of New 

France’’; a study in Canadian constitutional history – Published in 1915 

https://archive.org/details/sovereigncouncil00cahauoft/page/20/mode/2up 
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http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/aubert_de_la_chesnaye_francois_2E.html
http://www.biographi.ca/fr/bio/aubert_de_la_chesnaye_francois_2E.html
https://www.erudit.org/fr/revues/haf/1973-v27-n3-haf2045/303281ar.pdf


12 
 

Lucien Campeau – Paul de Chomedey, sieur de Maisonneuve > Érudit.org 
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Biographi.ca 
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gouverneur et intendant, par commission du 4 octobre 1754, conseiller 
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